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1_NKA FOUNDATION.... 

_ PRESENTATION 

Nka Foundation is registered as a nonprofit organization in the United States and Ghana to serve underserved communities in Ghana and 
other parts in Africa through use of the arts and design education.  

The works of Nka Foundation began in 2005. From 2008 through 2010, Nka organized workshops and symposia in partnerships with 
some universities in Ghana and Mali to stimulate conversations and artistic interventions for solutions to the problem of tapping of the 
abundant local resources for sustainable development in sub-Sahara Africa. By 2009, we felt a deep need to create a model arts village at 
Abetenim that can be replicated in other parts of Africa, to continue to address the problem through design-build workshops, arts workshops, 
design competitions and outreach to the local community by means of school building projects and education enrichment.. 

_ EXPERIENCE 

From October 2012 to October 2013, we organized 10x10 Shelter Challenge , 
which was a design-build challenge based on Abetenim in Ghana, two architectural 
projects were successfully built from that initiative. In 2014, Nka organized, Mud 
House Design 2014: Reinventing the African Mud Hut Together  and seven 
projects have been built from the design-build competition.  

In 2015, we organized 3rd Earth Architecture Competition: Designing for the 
Arts in Ghana . So far, one project has been realized at Abetenim from the 
competition, and another is underway. The next one was the 4th Earth Architecture 
Competition: Designing a School for Ghana . Along the design-build competitions, 
Nka Foundation has hosted some invited projects from design firms and individual 
practitioners to realized school structures involving libraries, classrooms, etc.  

Today, Nka Foundation project sites include: 

1. Singida Arts Village, Singida Municipal, Singida Region, Tanzania  
2. Sang Arts Village, Mion District, Northern Region, Ghana 
3. Abetenim Arts Village, Ejisu-Juaben District, Ashanti Region, Ghana 
4. Diakounda Arts Village, Bounkiling, Sédhiou Region, Casamance, Senegal 
5. Kanfora Arts Village, Kassi Kunda, Upper River Region, Gambia  
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2_BACKGROUND.... 

_ WHY A SCHOOL IN RURAL GHANA 

Education in Ghana is divided into three phases: basic education 
involving kindergarten, primary school and lower secondary school. 
Secondary education involves upper secondary school, technical 
and vocational education; and tertiary education has focus on 
universities, polytechnics and colleges. 

According to “District analytical report of Mion” by Ghana 
Statistical Service in 2010: “Improved education is a prerequisite for 
wider development and contributes significantly to better health. It 
enhances people’s capacity to care for themselves, their families, 
and to use community services more effectively. It is observed that 
the enrollment level decreased very sharply with increasing 
educational level from primary school to tertiary school. “ 

Technical and vocational education and training(TVET) represent only 0.1%. This is due to the lack of infrastructure and poorly trained 
instructors in this area. 

Our goal is to support secondary school development, so necessary in Ghana as the 
report shows, specially in rural areas like Sang, where there is no access to these 
technical schools. In order to get that, we will try to tackle the main causes mentioned 
before: 

• Lack of infrastructure: We will build a vocational skills center with several units: 
classrooms, theatre, library or dormitory for students, teachers and international 
participants. 

• Lack of instructors training: After the students learned some construction 
techniques, they will test their acquired knowledge and skills by building the next part of 
the school. That means they will receive a complete theoretical and practical training 
they can transfer as teachers of the next generation who join the school. 

1 Mirela Fiorese

2 Workshop eARThouse 2016
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3_SANG ARTS VILLAGE.... 

_ DESCRIPTION 

Nka The objective is to design and build a modern mud type as a unit of an artisanal village, a residential vocational training center for 
unemployed rural youths of ages 16 to 25 years to undergo a 2-year skills development training in the vocational arts and design. We want 
the school plan to emphasize sustainable architecture and cost efficient construction. Thus, we want the buildings to fully integrate earth 
architecture and passive solar design. 

This is a two-year vocational training program that draws on apprenticeship with local artisans, and learning-by-doing with professional 
architects and designers, engineers, university students and volunteers who come from around the world to participate in Nka Foundation 
workshops. The program is designed as an informal educational program which combines literacy training with livelihood skills development 
to empower educationally disadvantaged people with livelihood and enterprise skills training so that trainees can engage in income 
generating vocation.  
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_ PROJECT BENEFITS 

1_ To Nka Foundation, designing is not the whole thing. For the emerging 
architect, the project is a unique opportunity 
knowledge about sustainable design, earth construction and project 
management.  

2_ The artisanal arts village is designed as a lea
skills development training in the vocational arts and design to provide 
relational spaces for creative people from the region and other countries to 
live, work, learn and create.  

3_ Our long-term goal is to enable the rural pop
places, to overcome the stigma that mud architecture is architecture for the 
very poor. From the cities to the low-income villages, use of concrete 
its dependence on imported resources - 
building. The rising cost of the modern building materials manufactured from 
imported resources makes it very difficult for low
homeowners. Yet an excellent, cheap and local alternative called laterite, red 
earth, is available everywhere in Ghana. The mobilization of local resources 
enables the underserved community drive its own development process.

_ SUSTAINABILITY  

The arts village is conceived as an artisanal vocational development center. 
The training will be provided by resident teachers and hosting guest projects in 
a self-growing school complex. That means, 
construction techniques, they will test their acquired knowledge and skills by 
building the next part of the school or some functional buil
community.  

Thus, the students are challenged to solve real problems, work together, to 
learn, build and create. Some of the graduates will be offered employment as 
teachers of the next generation who join the Workshop School. 

Specifically, the arts village will be a residential skills learning center of a 
self-sustaining type for replication in other parts of Africa.

n, designing is not the whole thing. For the emerging 
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4_ME TANDI.... 

_ TRADITIONAL DWELLINGS  

The traditional dwelling form and spatial planning in Northern Savanna have evolved from 
the household activities and the relationship between indoor and outdoor spaces. A typical 
traditional house is the compound house, and as the name implies, it is basically a house of 
several dwelling units around an enclosed courtyard. 

The construction technique utilized in the Northern Savanna belt is monolithic "swish" 
construction (a mixture of clay-earth and water).  

A foundation is rarely made for this type of construction and the swish mixture is used to 
erect the monolithic thick walls in layers. Whether the walls are load bearing or not, openings 
(except doors) are very few and sometimes non existent in this tapering, thick earth wall 
construction which is a direct response to the climate. 

The floor is constructed of compacted earth to a height of about 6 in. above grade, and is 
finished together with the earth walls. Where the roof is flat, a mixture of cow-dung, pounded 
stem of plantain and banana leaves and water, produces a durable rendering material. 

Two types of roof are utilized in the Northern Savanna the flat, earth-type, and the conical 
thatch roof. 

 

 

4 Sang Arts Village (project's site) 
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_ THE DESIGN: COURTYARDS 
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_ CROSS VENTILATION  
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_ NATURAL AND LOCAL MATERIALS  

 



 

 

5_BUILDING COSTS....

We can consider three different modules that are structurally independent 
but supplement each other. 

The building costs for Module A are 5000
module C 2400€. In addition to the ‘raw material’ costs, we will have to take 
into account the cost of building tools, transportation and 
miscellaneous expenses necessary for preparing and

The total amount of the project would be 12000
and miscellaneous expenses. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS

FURBISHING

ROOFIN

FOUNDATION 1.400 €

1.600 €

600 €

400 €

1.900 €

.... 

rent modules that are structurally independent 

The building costs for Module A are 5000€, for module B 2100€ and for 
addition to the ‘raw material’ costs, we will have to take 

tools, transportation and other 
cessary for preparing and facilitating the project. 

The total amount of the project would be 12000€, including raw materials 

MISCELLANEOUS  

LABOR 

TOOLS 

FURBISHING 

ROOFING 

WALLS  

FOUNDATION 
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6_SPONSORING.... 
As we aim to raise 12.000,- € we will need to find sponsors as we cannot solely depend on donations and support from friends and family. 

As the design is made up out of modules, we think it is appropriate to consider an investment plan where companies, organizations or 
individuals can finance a single module. This means that, by investing either 2100 €, 2400 € or 5000 € you could be responsible for the 
realization of a clearly identifiable part of the project. 

_ WHY DO WE NEED YOUR HELP  

The project will be build with the help of volunteers and the local community. The volunteers and project leader will work for free. This 
implies that the volunteers will have to cover their own expenses such as accommodation and flight or their daily expenses. Financing the 
costs for labor, accommodation and transportation (flights) would generally consume a large part of the budget for such an undertaking. So 
as this joint effort is, in our humble view, considerable, we still depend on the help of charitable donors to finance the construction materials 
or to cover the costs of transportation, building tools or other corresponding expenses. 

_ ADVERTISING  

If you decide to support our project your name and/or logo will 
appear on all the media we will use to communicate our project. Of 
course you can also publish the project on your own website for 
promotional purposes. 

Here some examples: 

 

Website  

https://bioconstruccionghana.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/Bioconstrucci%C3%B3n-Ghana-1305212966201157/ 

NKA Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1917892105119754&id=1428276440747992 

 

 

6 Sang Round House Workshop 2012 
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7_DONATIONS.... 

 

By your donation you are supporting secondary school development, 
so necessary in Ghana, specially in rural areas like Sang, where there is 
no access to these technical schools. 

Enabling the rural population to use their natural and local resources 
(such as red earth) allows the underserved community to drive its own 
development process. 

 

DONATIONS AT: 

https://www.gofundme.com/ME-TANDI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Nka Foundation …Serving the Underserved Communities  
 

POSTAL ADDRESS: 2633 SW 92nd St, Oklahoma City, OK 73159, USA 

Online: www.nkafoundation.org / info@nkafoundation. org  


